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Tom Phillips: African Goldweights: Miniature Sculptures from Ghana 1400-1900 before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised African Goldweights. Miniature Sculptures from
Ghana 1400-1900:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. African Goldweights- BEST Book AvailableBy Robert S.
PearsonThere are very few books written on African Goldweights; thisis the latest and the only one readily available
and at areasonable price from . Tom Phillipsis a collector and expert on African Tribal Art (also an artist, Google him
for details). He has an incredible personal collection of goldweights, used as the basis for this book. The book contains
excellent-and many times full size- photographs of both geometric and figurative goldweights, with explanations of
what the reader is seeing.A minor problem is many figurative goldweights represent ‘old African proverbs’; in most
cases these are not included. Also included are photos and descriptions of the various ancillary implements used in the
gold trade (scales, boxes, etc).This book should be a basic addition to anyone interested in African Tribal Art or
Goldweights, at least one copy and possibly two. Thereis aso a copy published in England, low price but expensive
shipping to the US. Possibly a good investment for the 'second copy'.And | personally hope his collection eventually
ends -intact- in amuseum for future generations to see and enjoy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy horace goodsonvery pldl of 2 people found the following review helpful. African GoldweightsBy
luddysmomTerrific research/resource book. Highly recommended. A must for anyone wishing to start, collect or
wishing more information on African goldweights.
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A comprehensive survey of these lively and imaginative artifacts. Over 600 years ago the Akan began making brass
weights for measuring gold dust, the currency of their region in Ghana and the Ivory Coast. They eventually produced
the most complete three-dimensional inventory in any culture in history. Here is a selection of more than 500 weights
chosen for their artistry and interest, accompanied by afull descriptive text about their history, styles, and modes of
manufacture. Virtually every animal, bird, fish, or object known to the Akan became the subject of a miniature

sculpture. Human figures are represented in the activities of everyday life and sacred or courtly rituals. 248 color
photographs



