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Edward Maunde Thompson : An introduction to Greek and Latin palaeography  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An introduction to Greek and Latin palaeography: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Thanks for a job well done!By Jordi Vilalta LopezOf course, E.M. 
THOMPSON Introduction... is the standard work on this highly popular subject (??) in the English language. Well 
organized and better explained, it tells the story of Greek AND Latin scripts from the most ancient remnants to the age 
of printing (and even beyond). He does so in nineteen chapters that span some 600-odd pages of 6.5 X 8.5 inches, with 
some 150 in-text fac-simile plates. This book is much to be preferred to its little brother by the same author ("A 
Handbook of..."), not only on the grounds of subject coverage, but also of page size (and there are current reprints of 
it, but none of them with more than barely acceptable quality).The REALLY GOOD NEWS is the availability of this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=117595800X


newly typeset edition (Tiger and Stripes), with the typesetting very clearly and even elegantly done. They say they 
have digitally improved the fac-similes, even to the point of substituting a new photograph in a hopeless case. I can't 
verify the claim for myself, since I haven't seen neither the original nor the current cheap reprints, but what I can say is 
that the plates (with full transcriptions) are very useful, with a degree of quality that differs so much from one to 
another that it's very difficult to speak of an "average" quality.The only complaint I have with this beautiful, well-
produced and long awaited for volume is the lack of any updating whatsoever. To make a current textbook of it would 
be of course a most daunting (and expensive!) task, obviously not even considered here. But what we could hope for, 
however, was an extended Introduction or Afterword by one (or two: Greek and Latin) current leading authority on the 
field(s), putting Thompson's work in the trail of current studies, and giving some revision and updating. And we could 
hope for an updated Bibliography that wouldn't do any harm (there is none). And, of course, if you are to work on the 
Greek papyri, a very important and constantly developing sub-field (with, say, some ten thousand unearthed and yet 
unpublished items), you will have to look elsewhere.IN SUMMARY, a well done and very necessary job by Tiger and 
Stripes people. You can rely on it.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. They would have done better to do 
a full image scan from the sourceBy M. GalvezFirst of all, my choice of rating has nothing to do with the quality of 
scholarship but the quality of this ad hoc Kindle Edition. The content of this book is unreadable by my Kindle. (Please 
note: This applies to the Android, iPhone or iPad App, and Google Chrome Application.) - It seems that there was an 
automated conversion that attempted to do text recognition but it was never verified for quality or readability. They 
would have done better to do a full image scan from the source. I happen to have a digital book on my Kindle where 
they did just that. I have to purchase a hard copy for my research so until this has been remedied, I do not recommend 
the Kindle version at all.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. DisappointingBy Mark R SullivanThis book 
is composed of digital images of the book pages that are too small and lack contrast to be useful. The book itself is 
good, but the format is not useable on the Kindle.

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections such as missing 
or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by 
the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring 
it back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate 
your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.


