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Jeffrey Spier : Ancient Gems and Finger Rings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Ancient Gems and Finger Rings: 

17 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Inappropriate and Misleading Book TitleBy A CustomerI was 
disappointed with this book because I was expecting different content. My interest is in gems and antique/vintage 
jewelry. This subject, which is in the title of the book, is only discussed in terms of ancient seals. The book says 
nothing about the ancient gems and finger rings that do not contain stone seals. I feel the title of the book was 
misleading to the buyer, as it does not say that the book is solely dedicated to ring seals and scarab seals or cameo-
portrait type, carved stone rings. Perhaps a more accurate title would be "Ancient Gem Seals and Seal Finger Rings", 
however I doubt this would generate the same amount of sales. Since the cost of the book is quite high, I think the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0892362154


description should be more accurate about the contents. I am inclined to think the buyer is mislead as a selling 
technique, to make an otherwise boring book seem luscious. I wish I did not purchase this book and for those of you 
contemplating such a purchase I say to you, "I would NOT buy this book unless you are obsessed with ancient stone 
seals."

This volume catalogues the J. Paul Getty Museum's comprehensive and important collection of Greek, Roman, 
Etruscan, and Near Eastern gems. Most of these objects have never before been published, making this catalogue 
essential for the scholar. The volume is fully and richly illustrated--each entry includes photographs of the gem and its 
impression as well as a profile drawing. Where pertinent, bibliographic references and comparative material are cited.


