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Cynthia G. Falk : Architecture and Artifacts of the Pennsylvania Ger mans. Constructing Identity in Early
America (Pennsylvania German History and Culture) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Architecture and Artifacts of the Pennsylvania Germans: Constructing ldentity in
Early America (Pennsylvania German History and Culture):

How did a mid-eighteenth-century group, the so-called Pennsylvania Germans, build their cultural identity in the face
of ethnic stereotyping, nostalgic ideals, and the views imposed by outside contemporaries? Numerous forces create a
group’sidentity, including the views of outsiders, insiders, and the shaping pressure of religious beliefs, but to
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understand the process better, we must look to clues from material culture. Cynthia Falk explores the relationship
between ethnicity and the buildings, personal belongings, and other cultural artifacts of early Pennsylvania German
immigrants and their descendants. Such material culture has been the basis of stereotyping Pennsylvania Germans
almost since their arrival. Falk warns us against the typical scholarly overemphasis on Pennsylvania Germans
assimilation into an English way of life. Rather, she demonstrates that more than anything, socioeconomic status and
religious affiliation influenced the character of the material culture of Pennsylvania Germans. Her work also shows
how early Pennsylvania Germans defined their own identities.

“This book—beautifully printed on high-quality paper and enhanced by excellent black-and-white photos and
sketches—reflects the high quality of the material culture in the German areas of Pennsylvania. . . . Architecture and
Artifacts of the Pennsylvania Germans is worthy of acquisition by libraries, scholars, the genera public, and collectors
of antiques and art.”—LaVern J. Rippley, Journal of American History“ This beautifully produced volume carries on a
distinguished tradition of scholarship about buildings produced by awell-known early American socia group, the
Pennsylvania Germans. Cynthia Falk’ s fine study combines conventional historical analysis with careful readings of
material objects to produce athoughtful reinterpretation of familiar architectural monuments.”—Sally McMurry,
Buildings and Landscapes*[Cynthia G. Falk] analyzes what kinds of objects were associated with people of German
heritage of various ranks and religious denominations. . . . Students of sociology and ethnicity in our earliest yearsas a
state and nation should find this volume of great interest and value. She raises points not usually seen in books about
early years of German settlementsin our state.” —Pennsylvania M agazineAbout the AuthorCynthia G. Falk is
Assistant Professor of Material Culture at Cooperstown Graduate Program of SUNY Oneonta.



