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From TATE PUBLISHING : Artist and Empire: Facing Britain’s Imperial Past  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Artist and Empire: Facing Britain’s Imperial Past: 

What lasting legacy did British colonialism have on the cultures once under the Empire’s control? A rich and varied 
visual culture emerged in places under British governance, from the Americas to India and Australasia. Writers, artists, 
and museums have long played a role in documenting the cultural impact of British colonialism, and yet, since the vast 
Imperial exhibitions of the early 20th century, there has been no comprehensive presentation of the objects made 
across the British Empire. This publication, which accompanies a major Tate Britain exhibition, fills that gap. In this 
landmark study, leading scholars focus on how particular objects tell the history of life under British rule. Paintings by 
artists such as John Singer Sargent and Sidney Nolan are presented alongside Benin bronze heads and Mughal 
miniatures in a survey that ranges from 16th-century colonialism to the British Empire’s decline in the postwar era.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1849763437


About the AuthorAlison Smith is lead curator, British art to 1900, at Tate.  David Blayney Brown is curator, British art 
1790–1850, at Tate.  Carol Jacobi is curator, British art 1850–1915, at Tate. 


