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Ivo Haanstra : Blue Henry: The Almost Forgotten Story of the Blue Glass Sputum Flask  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Blue Henry: The Almost Forgotten Story of 
the Blue Glass Sputum Flask: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A thorough book on a fascinating topicBy Jim HealeyIvo Haanstra's 
"Blue Henry: The Almost Forgotten Story of the Blue Glass Sputum Flask" is a treasure. It is so rare to find someone 
with a passion about an overlooked body of knowledge who is able to convey this joy to the reader. Haanstra does just 
this. On first look, a reader might wonder why anyone would be so passionate to write a detailed account of blue 
sputum flasks. But the book is much more than just a history of the Blue Henry. Haanstra puts the sputum flask in a 
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much larger context -- the story of tuberculosis, its impact on society, and the care of people diagnosed with 
tuberculosis.Haanstra doesn't stop here. He includes many photographs, sketches, and other memorabilia surrounding 
the story of Blue Henry. The reader will marvel at how thorough and detailed Haanstra approaches his subject 
matter.The bottom line is that this slim volume is a joy to read. More than anything else, it is an example of an 
extraordinary scholar at work -- passionate about his subject, detailed in his approach, and able to convey his 
enthusiasm to the reader. Even if one isn't interested in blue glass sputum flasks before reading this book, one will be 
afterwards!


